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PREFACE 


It  has  been  my  purpose  in  preparing  this  histori- 
cal sketch  of  the  White  and  Clarke  families,  my 
3ncf^1"or<v  to  record  and  preserve  in  proper  form 
such  information  concerning  them  as  I  possess, 
gained  from  deceased  relatives  in  the  past  thirty 
years  and  from  other  sources,  for  the  benefit  and 
interest  of  their  descendants  still  living. 

I  here  express  my  thanks  to  those  who  have 
given  me  their  assistance  in  this  undertaking. 


HISTORY  OF  THE  WHITE  FAMILY 

The  statement  is  handed  down  through  "  Uncle 
James"  White,  son  of  Col.  William  White,  that 
our  first  known  ancestor  emigrated  from  London 
to  Londonderry,  Ireland,  just  before  the  siege  of 
that  town  in  1689.  We  have  no  record  of  his 
given  name  or  that  of  his  wife.  He  took  with  him 
an  infant  son  named  William.  He  was  probably 
born  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II. 

An  Account  of  the  Siege  of  Londonderry. 

James  II.  of  England,  proclaimed  King  on  the 
death  of  Charles  II.,  1685,  was  a  catholic,  and  made 
himself  obnoxious  by  persecution  of  protestants 
and  attempts  to  place  all  power  in  the  hands  of 
catholics.  He  was  deposed  in  1688,  and  William 
of  Orange  and  Mary,  his  wife,  were  proclaimed 
rulers  of  Great  Britain.  Subsequently  James,  with 
the  aid  of  Louis  of  France,  and  supported  by  the 
people  of  Southern  Ireland,  endeavored  to  regain 
the  throne.  He  landed  in  Ireland  and  attacked 
the  protestant  cities  in  the  north,  principally  Ennis- 
killen  and  Londonderry.  The  inhabitants  of  Lon- 
donderry at  that  time,  1689,  were  protestants  of 
Scotch  and  English  descent,  episcopalians  and 
presbyterians  mainly,  living  happily  together.  The 
town  was  situated  on  the  river  Foyle,  which  yielded 
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its  citizens  1,100,000  pounds  of  salmon  yearly. 
The  protestants  of  South  Ireland,  in  number  30,- 
000,  took  refuge  in  Ulster  Co.,  chiefly  in  London- 
derry, which  was  surrounded  by  a  wall.  On  the 
approach  of  James's  army  to  demand  its  surrender 
thirteen  apprentices  seized  the  keys  from  the  halt- 
ing town  officials  and  shut  the  gates  against  the 
foe.  There  were  then  30,000  inhabitants  within 
the  walls,  of'  whom  7000  were  capable  of  bearing 
arms,  under  the  command  of  Gov.  Lundy,  who 
proved  to  be  a  traitor  and  fled  the  city* 

The  following  extracts  from  Macaulay's  account 
of  the  siege  illumines  the  condition  of  affairs  : 

uNo  sooner  had  the  first  burst  of  rage  excited  by 
the  perfidy  of  Lundy  spent  itself  than  those  whom 
he  had  betrayed  proceeded,  with  a  gravity  and  pru- 
dence worthy  of  the  most  renowned  senates,  to 
provide  for  the  order  and  defence  of  the  city.  Two 
governors  were  elected,  Baker  and  Walker.  Baker 
took  the  chief  military  command.  Walker's  espec- 
ial business  was  to  preserve  internal  tranquility  and 
to  dole  out  supplies  from  the  magazines.  The  in- 
habitants capable  of  bearing  arms  were  distributed 
into  eight  regiments.  Colonels,  captains  and  sub- 
ordinate officers  were  appointed.  In  a  few  hours 
every  man  knew  his  post,  and  was  ready  to  repair 
to  it  as  soon  as  the  beat  of  the  drum  was  heard. 
That  machinery,  by  which  Cromwell  had,  in  the 
preceding  generation,  kept  up  among  his  soldiers  so 
stern  and  so  pertinacious  an  enthusiasm,  was  again 
employed  with  not  less  complete  success.  Preach- 
ing and  praying  occupied  a  large  part  of  every  day. 
Eighteen  clergymen  of  the  Established  Church 
and  seven  or  eight  nonconformist  ministers  were 
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within  the  walls.  They  all  exerted  themselves  in- 
defatigably  to  rouse  and  sustain  the  spirit  of  the 
people.  Among  themselves  there  was  for  the  time 
entire  harmony.  All  disputes  about  church  gov- 
ernment, postures,  ceremonies,  were  forgotten.  .  .  . 
The  aspect  of  the  Cathedral  was  remarkable.  Can- 
non were  planted  on  the  summit  of  the  broad 
tower  which  has  since  given  place  to  a  tower  of 
different  proportions.  Ammunition  was  stored  in 
the  vaults.  In  the  choir  the  liturgy  of  the  Angli- 
can Church  was  read  every  morning.  Every  after- 
noon the  Dissenters  crowded  to  a  simpler  worship." 

The  store  of  provisions  was  small.  On  April 
19th  the  surrender  of  the  town  was  demanded  and 
refused.  Assaults  and  sallies  were  made  on  each 
side,  with  heavy  loss  to  the  besiegers,  who  bom- 
barded the  town,  and  built  a  boom  of  logs  and 
chains  across  the  Foyle  to  prevent  the  arrival  of 
troops  and  provisions  from  England  for  the  relief 
of  the  beleaguered  city.      Macaulay  writes  : 

"By  this  time  July  was  far  advanced  ;  and  the  state 
of  the  city  was,  hour  by  hour,  becoming  more 
frightful.  The  number  of  the  inhabitants  had  been 
thinned  more  by  famine  and  disease  than  by  the  fire 
of  the  enemy.  Yet  that  fire  was  sharper  and  more 
constant  than  ever.  One  of  the  gates  was  beaten 
in;  one  of  the  bastions  was  laid  in  ruins  ;  but  the 
breaches  made  by  day  were  repaired  by  night  with 
indefatigable  activity.  Every  attack  was  still  re- 
pelled. But  the  fighting  men  of  the  garrison  were 
so  much  exhausted  that  they  could  scarcely  keep 
their  legs.  Several  of  them,  in  the  act  of  striking 
at  the  enemy,  fell  down  from  mere  weakness.  A 
very  small    quantity   of  grain   remained,  and  was 
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doled  out  by  mouthfuls.  The  stock  of  salted  hides 
was  considerable,  and  by  gnawing  them  the  garri- 
son appeased  the  rage  of  hunger.  Dogs,  fattened 
on  the  blood  of  the  slain  who  lay  unburied  round 
the  town,  were  luxuries  which  fewr  could  afford  to 
purchase.  The  price  of  a  whelp's  paw  was  five 
shillings  and  sixpence.  Nine  horses  were  still 
alive,  and  but  barely  alive.  They  were  so  lean  that 
little  meat  was  likely  to  be  found  upon  them.  It 
was,  however,  determined  to  slaughter  them  for 
food.  The  people  perished  so  fast  that  it  was  im- 
possible for  the  survivors  to  perform  the  rites  of 
sepulture.  There  was  scarcely  a  cellar  in  which 
some    corpse    was    not   decaying.     Such    was  the 

feast  in  those  hideous  dens  were  eagrerlv  hunted  and 
greedily  devoured.  A  small  fish,  caught  in  the 
river,  was  not  to  be  purchased  with  money.  The 
only  price  for  which  such  a  treasure  could  be  ob- 
tained was  some  handfuls  of  oatmeal.  Leprosies, 
such  as  strange  and  umvholesome  diet  engenders, 
made  existence  a  constant  torment.  The  whole 
city  was  poisoned  by  the  stench  exhaled  from  the 
bodies  of  the  dead  and  of  the  half  dead." 

At  last,  on  July  29th,  the  105th  day  of  the  siege, 
the  relief  ships  from  England  succeeded  in  break- 
ing the  boom  and  raising  the  siege.  The  garrison 
had  been  reduced  from  7000  men  to  3000.  The 
total  mortality  from  disease  was  7000.  The  French 
and  Irish  forces  of  James  retreated,  and  the  follow- 
ing year  they  were  defeated  at  the  battle  of  the 
Boyne.  A  vivid  account  of  the  siege  has  been  left 
by  Rev.  George  Walker,  the  governor  of  the  town 
and  valorous  leader  of  the  besieged.     Its  horrible 
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and   exciting   events   have    also   been  depicted  in 
several  books  of  fiction. 

And  what  part  did  our  ancestor  play  in  these 
scenes  of  peril  and  suffering?  There  were  three 
soldiers  by  the  name  of  White  in  the  town,  as  re- 
corded by  Walker — Col.  Richard,  Thomas  and 
Nicholas,  but  from  which  of  these  we  are  descended 
we  do  not  know.  It  has  come  down  to  us  through 
narration  that  he  was  wounded.  One  of  them  was 
sent  out  as  emissary  to  the  besiegers  twice,  and  re- 
ceived the  keys  of  the  city  for  his  valor  from  the 
governor.  Two  of  them,  Thomas  and  Nicholas, 
signed  the  address  of  congratulation  to  the  sover- 
eigns  William  and  Mary  at  the  end  of  the  siege, 
and  Col.  Richard  White  was  one  of  the  bearers  of 
letters  of  thanks  to  General  Kirk,  the  deliverer. 
We  at  least  do  know  that  the  infant  son,  named 
William,  survived  its  horrors. 

A  monument  was  subsequently  erected  upon  the 
walls,  thus  described  by  Macaulay: 

"Five  generations  have  since  passed  away;  and 
still  the  wall  of  Londonderry  is  to  the  Protestants 
of  Ulster  what  the  trophy  of  Marathon  was  to  the 
Athenians.  A  lofty  pillar,  rising  from  a  bastion 
which  bore  during  many  weeks  the  heaviest  fire  of 
the  enemy,  is  seen  far  up  and  far  down  the  Foyle. 
On  the  summit  is  the  statue  of  Walker,  such  as 
when,  in  the  last  and  most  terrible  emergency,  his 
eloquence  roused  the  fainting  courage  of  his  breth- 
ren. In  one  hand  he  grasps  a  Bible.  The  other, 
pointing  down  the  river,  seems  to  direct  the  eyes 
of  his  famished  audience  to  the  English  topmasts 
in  the  distant  bay.     Such  a  monument  was  well 
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deserved ;  yet  it  was  scarcely  needed :  for  in  truth 
the  whole   city  is  to  this  day  a    monument  of  the 
great  deliverance.    The  wall  is  carefully  preserved  ; 
nor  would  any  plea  of  health  or  convenience  be  held 
by  the  inhabitants  sufficient  to  justify  the  demoli- 
tion   of  that   sacred  enclosure,    which,  in  the  evil 
time,  gave  shelter  to  their   race  and  their  religion. 
The  summits  of  the  ramparts  form  a  pleasant  walk. 
The  bastions  have  been  turned  into  little  gardens. 
Here  and  there,  among  the  shrubs  and  flowers,  may 
be  seen  the  old  culverins,  which  scattered  bricks, 
cased  with  lead,  among  the   Irish  ranks.     One  an- 
tique gun,  the  gift  of  the  Fishmongers  of  London, 
was   distinguished,    during    the   hundred   and  five 
memorable  days,  by  the  loudness  of  its  report,  and 
still  bears  the  name  of  Roaring  Meg.     The  cathe- 
dral is  filled  with  relics  and  trophies.     In  the  vesti- 
bule is  a  huge  shell,  one  of  many  hundreds  of  shells 
which  were  thrown  into  the  city.     Over  the  altar 
are  still  seen  the  French  flagstaves,  taken  by  the 
garrison  in  a  desperate  sally.     The  white  ensigns 
of  the  House  of  Bourbon  have  long  been  dust;  but 
their  place  has  been  supplied  by  new  banners^  the 
work  of  the  fairest  hands  of  Ulster.     The  anniver- 
sary of  the  day  on 'which  the  gates  were  closed,  and 
the  anniversary  of  the  day  on  which  the  siege  was 
raised,  have   been   down    to    our   own   time   cele- 
brated  by  salutes,  processions,  banquets  and  ser- 
mons.   Lundy  has  been  executed  in  effigy;  and  the 
sword,  said  by  tradition   to  be    that  of  Maumont, 
has,  on  great  occasions    been  carried  in  triumph. 
There  is  still  a  Walker  Club  and  a  Murray  Club. 
The  humble  tombs  of  the  Protestant  captains  have 
been    carefully  sought    out,    repaired,    and    embel- 
lished.    It  is  impossible  not  to  respect  the    senti- 
ment which  indicates  itself  by  these  tokens.     It  is 
a  sentiment  which  belongs  to  the  higher  and  purer 
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part  of  human  nature,  and  which  adds  not  a  little 
to  the  strength  of  states." 

In  1896  I  visited  Londonderry  and  walked 
around  the  town  on  the  old  walls  which  still  encir- 
cle, it.  I  saw  the  cathedral  and  the  old  tombs,  and 
sought  information  concerning  our  ancestry,  but  in 
vain,  as  most  of  the  records  of  those  days  have 
been  destroyed.  The  archives  of  the  cathedral 
give  only  the  names  of  Episcopalian  families,  ours 
were  Presbyterians.  We  know  only  that  this  name- 
less ancestor  continued  to  reside  in  Londonderry 
and  probably  died  there;  that  William,  his  son, 
married  there,  and  emigrated  to  America  in   1719. 
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GENEALOGY. 

I.  The  first  of  the  family  of  whom  we  know  was 
said  to  have  lived  in  London.  He  removed  to 
Londonderry,  Ireland,  about  1687-8S.  with  an  infant 
son.  He  fought  in  the  siege  of  that  town,  was 
wounded,  and  he  and  his  son  survived.  We 
know  not  his  given  name,  nothing  about  his  wife  or 
other  possible  children.  He  probably  continued  to 
live  in  Ireland,  and  died  there,  date  unknown. 

II.  William  White',  son  of  above.  He  was 
born  in  London  in  16S7,  according  to  tradition, 
and  was  taken  to  Londonderry,  Ireland,  an  infant, 
by  his  father,  just  before  the  memorable  siege  of 
that  place,  which  occurred  in  1689.  There  he  grew 
up  and  married,  name  of  his  wife  unknown.  She 
died  before  his  coming  to  America.  There  were 
three  children,  who  came  over  with  him  in  1725. 

1.  Henry,  who  resided  in  Litchfield.     He  was  a  mariner,  and  died 

in  Halifax  about  1755. 

2.  James,  also  a  mariner  ;  died  unmarried. 

3.  Jane,  who  married  Patrick  White  and  lived  in  Peterborough. 

Many  Scotch-Irish  families,  mostly  from  London- 
derry and  Ulster  County — Grahams,  McGregors, 
Pattersons,  Mitchells,  Morrisons,  Nesmiths  and 
others,'  emigrated  hither  about  the  same  time. 
Some  of  them  settled  in  Saco,  some  in  Nutfield, 
N.  H.,  subsequently  divided  into  Londonderry 
(founded  in  1719),  and  Chester  (founded  in  1720). 
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According  to  the  "  Genealogy  of  the  White  fam- 
ily "  given  in  Chase's  History  of  Chester,  William 
White  took  up  his  residence  at  first  in  London- 
derry, in  the  "double-range,"  and  in  1733  removed 
to  Chester,  the  adjoining  town,  settling  on  lot  126., 
now  occupied  by  the  Webster  family.  His  name 
first  appears  in  Chester  records  on  the  "  Presbyte- 
rian protest  "  in  1735.  He  was  a  linen  weaver,  as 
were  so  many  of  the  Scotch-Irish  immigrants.  He 
was  the  first  Deacon  of  the  Presbyterian  church 
there.  After  removing  to  Chester  he  married  for 
his  second  wife  Janet,  the  daughter  of  Robert  Gra- 
ham of  that  town,  whose  mother  was  a  Hume. 
The  Grahams  came  also  from  Londonderry,  Ire- 
land.    The  children  by  this  marriage  were: 

Robert,  who  lived  in  Goffstown  and  New  Boston, 
David,  who  first  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Robert  Jordan,  and, 
secondly,  Mary,  daughter  of  Patrick  Melvin,  both  Chester 
families.  David  died  in  1776,  leaving  a  son  Samuel,  who 
died  in  1827.  The  widow  married  Stephen  Merrill  and 
had  a  large  number  of  children. 

The  other  children  of  William  White,  sr.,  were: 

Thomas  and  William*  (twins),  born  March  4,  1740.     Thomas 
died  unmarried  ;  and  Deacon  William  died .? 

III.  William  White2,  junior,  was  born,  as 
above  stated,  in  1740.  He  died  in  1829.  He  lived 
all  his  life  in  Chester,  and  played  a  prominent  part 
in  its  history.  In  Chase's  history  we  find  it  stated 
that  in  1775  he  was  a  major  in  Webster's  regiment 
and  on  the  Committee  of  Safety.  In  1776  he  was 
allowed  to  build  a  new  pew,  and  signed  an  agree- 
ment to  oppose  the  British  fleets  and  armies.     In 
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1777  he  was  one  of  a  committee  to  regulate  the  pay 
of  soldiers,  and  was  made  muster  master  and  ap- 
pointed colonel.  Thereafter  he  was  known  as  Col., 
White. 

In  1785  he  was  on  the  committee  to  select  a  site 
for  a  new  Presbyterian  meeting  house..  In  1782 
and  following  years  he  was  a  Representative  ;  in 
1789  a  selectman;  in  1791  a  Justice  of  the  Peace; 
in  1800  on  the  committee  to  revise  the  State -Con- 
stitution; in  1804  on  a  committee  to  make  a  survey 
of  the  town,  and  in  the  years  1806-7-S  he  was  State 
Senator. 

In  1764  he  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Robert 
and  Mary  McGee  Mills.  The  Mills  family  came 
also  from  North  Ireland,  and  settled  first  in  Haver- 
hill, Mass.,  and  removed  to  Chester  in  1734-  There 
were  seven  children  born  to  Col.  William  White  by 
this  marriage : 

1.  Jane,  married  in  Vermont. 

2.  Jonathan,  married  a  Patterson. 

3.  Susanna,  married  Jonathan  Quimby. 

4.  Robert,  our  grandfather. 

5.  Mary,  married  an  Ayer  and  lived  in  Montville,  Me. 

6.  Elizabeth,  born  1774;    married    Staples    Barker;   resided   in 

Montville. 

7.  Ann,  married  an  Ellis. 

Col.  White's  first  wife  died  in  1780.  In  1782  he 
married  Elizabeth  Mitchell.  The  children  by  this 
marriage  were : 

8.  William,  bom  1783  ;  lived  in  Belfast. 

9.  John,  bom  1785  ;  resided  in  Montville. 

10.  Thomas,  died  unmarried. 

11.  Sarah,  bom  1790;  died  1825. 
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12.  James,  born  1792;  lived  in  Belfast. 

13.  David,  bom  1795  ;  died  in  Chester. 

14.  Olif,  born  1798;  died  1826. 

15.  La  Vina,  born  1S00;  died,  unmarried,  1830. 

16.  Benjamin,  bora  1807  ;  lived  in  Ballardvale. 

Col.  William  White  died  in  Chester  in  1829,  aet. 
89.     His  widow  died  there  in  1832,  aet.  71. 

The  old  family  residence  on  lot  126,  in  the  cen- 
tral part  of  the  town  (see  map  of  original  township 
in  Chase's  History  of  Chester),  is  no  longer  in  ex- 
istence. It  was  erected  by  William  White',  and 
occupied  by  his  son,  Col.  William,  throughout  his 
life.  After  being  vacated  by  the  family  in  1848,  the 
estate  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Joseph  Webster,  and 
a  new  house  was  erected,  which  is  now  occupied  by 
two  Miss  Websters.  No  picture  of  the  original 
house  exists,  but  it  must  have  been  of  considerable 
size  to  shelter  a  family  of  sixteen  children.  It  was 
taken  down  in  1858. 

A  few  years  ago  I  visited  the  new  house  standing 
upon  the  original  site  and  was  most  hospitably  re- 
ceived by  the  ladies.  The  old  White  barn  is  still 
standing,  and  the  well  continues  to  supply  excellent 
water.  Some  of  the  furnishings  of  the  original 
house  had  been  preserved,  among  them  the  balus- 
ters, which  were  kindly  presented  to  me.  They 
were  of  birch,  of  good  pattern,  and  unpainted,  and 
I  built  them  into  the  stairway  of  my  new  house, 
Whitelodge,  at  Dark  Harbor,  Isleboro,  Maine.  The 
handsome  brass  latch  of  the  old  front  door  also 
adorns  the  front  door  of  my  summer  residence. 
Seven  generations  of  Whites,  omitting  my  father's, 
have  handled  these  precious  relics. 
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IV.  Robert  White,  the  fourth  child  of  Col. 
William  and  Mary  Mills  White,  was  born  in  Ches- 
ter in  1770.  Of  his  early  life  we  know  nothing,  but 
when  he  was  27  years  old,  in  1797,  he  removed  to 
Belfast,  Maine,  whither  his  older  brother  Jonathan 
had  gone  two  years  previously,  and  where  among 
its  early  settlers  were  several  families  born  in  Lon- 
donderry and  Chester. 

Robert  bought  lot  40,  one  hundred  acres,  extend- 
ing westerly  from  the  shore  of  Penobscot  bay,  con- 
sisting of  pasture  and  woodland,  which  he  culti- 
vated as  a  farm  until  his  death.  He  married  in  1799 
there,  Susanna,  daughter  of  James  Patterson  and 
Jane  Jameson,  who  lived  on  the  opposite  shore. 

James  Patterson  came  to  Belfast  from  Saco, 
Maine,  in  1770,  and  built  his  house  on  the  east  side 
of  the  river  Passagassawakeag,  which  is  still  stand- 
ing. He  was  on  the  first  board  of  selectmen,  in 
1777,  and  a  member  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  in 
1776.  He  died,  aet.  80,  in  1824.  Gov.  Crosby,  in 
his  Annals,  writes  of  him :  "  There  was  no  one 
whose  judgment  was  more  respected,  or  who  exer- 
cised a  wider  or  better  influence.  He  died,  as  he 
had  lived,  respected  and  beloved  by  all  who  knew 
him  well." 

Robert  and  Jonathan  White  married  his  daugh- 
ters, and  of  them  the  following  obituary  notice  was 
published  in  the  Belfast  newspaper : 

"Mr.  Jonathan  White,  who  came  here  to  reside 
in  1795,  died  on  the  17th  of  January,  aged  sixty- 
nine;  his  brother  Robert,  who  came  here  in  1795, 
died  July  30th,  1840,  aged  seventy.     The  lives  of 
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these  two  brothers  were  so  intimately  blended  that 
notice  of  the  two  in  connection  seems  to  be  pecu- 
liarly appropriate.  After  coming  here  to  reside 
they  became  the  owners  of  lots  of  land  in  close 
proximity  to  each  other,  on  the  Northport  road,  and 
continued  to  occupy  them  during  their  lives.  They 
married  sisters,  daughters  of  the  venerable  James 
Patterson,  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  in  the  town. 
Jonathan's  farm  was  the  one  now  known  as  the 
Pickard  place ;  the  one  which  was  purchased  at  the 
time  of  the  Quebec  Railroad  excitement  with  the 
expectation  on  the  part  of  the  purchasers  that  the 
depot  would  be  located  on  it;  the  price  paid  for  it 
was  five  thousand  dollars.  Robert's  farm  was  the 
one  which  is  now,  and  has  been  since  his  decease, 
in  occupation  of  his  son  William  B.  At  the  time 
he  purchased  there  was  a  log  house  upon  it  in  which 
he  commenced  housekeeping,  and  in  which  his  son, 
Hon.  James  P.  White,  was  born.  In  1803  he  erect- 
ed the  framed  dwelling-house  recently  removed 
from  the  site  on  which  his  son  William  B.  is  now 
erecting  a  house.  All  his  children  now  living  reside 
in  this  city ;  at  one  time  they  all  resided  with  their 
several  families,  seven  in  number,  on  the  same  street. 
Jonathan  erected  his  house,  still  standing  where  it 
was  erected,  at  a  little  earlier  date.  All  his  surviv- 
ing children  reside  here,  except  his  son  Jonathan, 
who  resides  in  Rockland.  Their  descendants  con- 
stitute the  most  numerous  family,  probably,  in  town. 
They  were  both  worthy  men  and  good  citizens; 
faithful  in  the  discharge  of  their  obligations  and 
exemplary  in  the  performance  of  all  the  duties  de- 
volved upon  them." 

Robert  and  Mary  Patterson  White  had  nine  chil- 
dren: 
1.    James  Patterson,  bom  Sept.  2,  1S00. 
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2.  Starrett  P.,  born  Jan.  3,  1803  ;  died  March  7,  1824. 

3.  William  Bloomfield,  born  Dec.  29,  1803  ;  died  May  7,   1887. 

4.  Robert,  born  March  14,  1S07  ;  died  Dec.  31,  1S66 

5.  John  Warren,  born  Aug.  9,  1809;  died  Aug.  13,  1888. 

6.  Susan  Jane,   bom  June  7,  1812;  died,  unmarried,  July  7,  1855. 

7.  Mary    Ann,    bom  July  12,  1815  ;    died  Jan.  26,    1871;    married 

Daniel  Faunce. 

8.  Maria  Antoinette,  bom  Aug.  18,  1818;   died  Nov.  24,  1S68 ; 

married  Joseph  Bean. 

9.  George  Franklin,  bom  Jan.  18,  1822  ;  died  1877. 

I  can  still  recall  the  pleasant  face,  with  its  light 
blue  eyes,  of  my  grandfather  Robert  White,  al- 
though I  was  but  seven  years  old  when  he  died. 
He  often  took  me  to  drive  in  his  hio-h  two-wheel 
chaise.  I  remember  also  the  old  family  house,  the 
square  front  hall  and  its  geometric  wall  paper,  lead- 
ing on  the  right  hand  to  the  parlor,  with  its  high 
mantleshelf  and  its  pearly  shell  superimposed  orna- 
ments, and  the  pictures  of  vases  of  flowers  on  the 
walls  painted  by  one  of  my  aunts ;  the  more  cosey 
sitting  room  on  the  left  and  its  tall  clock  in  the 
corner,  with  its  ship  (still  rocking),  and  in  its  bot- 
tom a  large  ball  of  twine,  stretched  around  the  corn- 
field each  season  by  my  grandfather  to  scare  away 
the  crows;  the  kitchen-dining  room,  with  great 
open  fireplace,  crane  and  cooking  paraphernalia,  the 
dark  blue,  pictured  ("  sheltering  peasants  ")  table 
crockery;  my  pleasant  grandmother  and  (at  that 
time)  three  unmarried  daughters  and  their  beauti- 
ful, fine  embroidery  work.  The  big  barn,  with  its 
horses,  cattle,  sheep  and  swine,  its  fragrant  haymow 
and  hundreds  of  swallow  nests  on  its  rafters  within 
and  under  its  eaves  without,  were  all  a  fascination  to 
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the  boy.  I  can  still  recall  the  odors  of  the  dairy  house, 
with  its  earthen  pans  of  cream,  the  churn,  and  the 
shelves  covered  with  delicious  home-made  cheeses. 

Robert  White  died  July  30,  1840,  aet.  70.  His 
wife  died  April  1 1,  1867,  aet.  85. 

Two  other  sons  of  Col.  William  White  were  res- 
idents of  Belfast,  half  brothers  of  Robert,  viz.,  Wil- 
liam3 and  James.  Of  the  former  the  following 
notice  appeared  in  Crosby's  Annals : — 

"William  White,  son  of  Col.  William  White, 
died  June  17,  183 1,  aet.  48.  He  was  born  in  Ches- 
ter, N.  H.,  graduated  at  Dartmouth,  and  completed 
his  legal  education  in  the  office  of  Hon.  John  Wil- 
son in  this  place.  He  commenced  the  practice  of 
his  profession  in  Union,  Me.,  in  1809.  Removed 
thence  to  Thomaston  and  to  this  place  (Belfast)  in 
18 1 3.  He  was  twice  married,  first  to  the  daughter 
of  the  late  Phineas  Ashmun  of  Brooks ;  second,  to 
the  daughter  of  Samuel  Gordon,  who  once  resided 
at  the  Head-of-the-Tide,  Belfast.  He  was  a  brother 
of  the  late  Honorable  James  White.  No  descend- 
ants of  his  now  reside  here.  At  the  time  of  his 
decease  he  occupied  the  house  on  Main  street  now 
owned  by  Alden  D.  Chase.  Mr.  White  was  a  sound 
lawyer  and  skilful  debater.  He  retired  from  prac- 
tice several  years  before  his  decease  and  devoted 
much  time  to  literary  pursuits.  He  wrote  a  history 
of  Belfast.  His  last  days  were  saddened  by  disease, 
both  mental  and  physical.  He  is  remembered  as  a 
nobly  generous-hearted  man,  as  possessed  of  talents 
of  the  highest  order." 

James  White.  The  accompanying  obituary  no- 
tice was  published  in  the  Belfast  Journal  in  Decem- 
ber, 1870: — 
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"  Hon.  James  White,  the  oldest  member  of  the 
Belfast  bar,  died  at  his  home,  aet  j8.  He  was  a 
native  of  Chester,  N.  H.,  and  born  in  1792.  He 
received  a  liberal  education,  graduating  at  Dart- 
mouth College  with  high  rank.  Prof.  Upham  of 
Bowdoin  was  his  chum.  He  came  here  in  18 18 
and  studied  law  with  his  brother  William.  He  was 
half  brother  of  Jonathan  and  Robert.  He  was  one 
of  the  most  prominent  politicians  of  the  State,  and 
was  State  Treasurer,  1842-47;  Democratic,  candi- 
date for  Congress  in  1862  and  1S64.  He  was  a 
gentleman  of  the  old  school,  of  great  energy  and 
decisive  of  character  and  of  strict  integrity.  He 
possessed  a  large,  strong  physical  frame,  and  up  to 
within  a  year  was  one  of  the  most  robust  looking 
men  in  our  streets.  He  had  been  in  gradually 
declining  health  for  a  year." 

Children  of  James  and  Lydia  White:  Eugene, 
Hortense,  Roscoe,  Annette,  Russell,  Camilla, 
Heber,  Willis. 

It  is  an  interesting  question  how  Col.  William 
White  could  have  acquired  a  sufficient  property  to 
rear  his  sixten  childreen,  to  send  two  of  his  sons, 
William  and  James,  to  college,  to  furnish  other  two 
sons,  Jonathan  and  Robert,  the  wherewithall  to  buy 
their  large  farms  in  Belfast,  and  to  provide  for  his 
other  children,  doubtless  in  proportionate  measure. 

Martin  P.  White,  the  son  of  Jonathan  and  Jane 
Patterson  White,  and  brother  of  Jonathan  White 
of  Rockland,  lived  in  Belfast  as  a  trader ;  married 
Abigail,  a  daughter  of  Towle,  a  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier.    Martin  died  Aug.  4,  1880. 

V.     James   Patterson  White  was  born  in  the 
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log  cabin  on  his  father's  [Robert  White]  farm  in 
Belfast,  Maine,  September  2,  1S00,  before  the  fam- 
ily mansion  was  erected.  After  his  school  days  he 
was  a  clerk  in  the  business  stores  of  Mr.  Nesmith, 
Col.  Lane  and  John  Clarke,  his  future  brother-in- 
law.  Later  he  formed  business  partnerships  under 
the  firm  names  of  Avery  &  White,  White  &  Faunce, 
White  &  Conner  (John  Warren  WThite  and  William 
H.  Conner),  in  ship-building;  and  White  &  Kimball 
in  the  foundry  business.  He  was  also  engaged  with 
his  brothers,  John  Warren  and  George  F.,  in  the 
manufacture  of  paper,  the  mills  being  established  on 
Goose  River  in  East  Belfast,  where  was  also  the 
foundry.  The  shipyard,  where  so  many  fine  large 
ships  were  built,  was  at  the  foot  of  Allyne  street. 
Among  them  was  the  Octavius,  in  1840;  the  John 
W.  White,  William  Frothingham,  Hualco,  Charlotte 
W.  White,  Grace  Ross,  Louis  Walsh,  Cora,  and 
Leonora,  and  in  1870  the  Alice  Buck.  Also  barques, 
brigs  and  schooners.  The  last  of  them,  the  brig 
Ned  White,  built  in  1874,  was  the  last  vessel  of  this 
class  afloat  under  the  American  flag. 

The  first  vessel  built  by  him  was  the  schooner 
Commerce,  in  1828.  She  subsequently  became  the 
Confederate  privateer  Jeff  Davis. 

James  P.  White  was  interested  also  in  other  en- 
terprises— a  marine  railway,  the  Waldo  Mutual  In- 
surance Company,  of  which  he  was  president,  the 
Belfast  Bank,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  founders, 
in  1836,  and  President  from  1867  to  his  death  in 
1879.  The  public  offices  he  held  were  Alderman, 
1856-58;  Mayor,  1861-62;  and  State  Senator,  1862- 
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63.  He  was  also  a  deacon  of  the  Unitarian  Church, 
and  occupied  the  large  southwestern  corner  pew, 
which  had  been  held  by  some  member  of  the  White 
family  since  the  edifice  was  built — altogether  a  busy 
and  successful  life. 

See  a  fine  tribute  to  his  character  in  second  vol- 
ume of  Williamson's  History  of  Belfast. 

He  married,  in  1S25,  Mary  Ann  Clarke  of  Water- 
ville  (see  history  of  the  Clarke  family  recorded  be- 
low), living  in  Belfast  at  that  time  with  her  brother 
John  Clarke.  They  resided  at  first  in  the  Lane 
house,  still  standing  at  the  corner  of  Miller  and 
Church  streets,  where  the  first  child,  Frances,  was 
born.  At  the  time  he  was  building  the  house  at  the 
corner  of  Church  and  Pearl  streets,  where  he  lived 
until  1840,  and  where  the  succeeding  six  children 
were  born.  In  1S39-40  he  built  the  house  at  the 
junction  of  Church  and  High  streets,  a  site  called 
"the  Point."  The  architect  was  Capt.  Ryder  of 
Cambridge,  Mass.,  who  also  designed  the  houses  of 
Hiram  O.  Alden  and  Joseph  Williamson.  There 
the  daughters  of  the  family  continued  to  reside  for 
some  years  after  the  death  of  their  parents,  until 
they  removed  to  Boston  in  1884,  and  the  estate  was 
sold.  The  house  is  now  owned  and  occupied  as  a 
summer  residence  by  Hon.  James  Taliaferro  of 
Florida,  who  has  done  much  to  restore  and  preserve 
its  original  features. 

The  children  of  James  Patterson  and  Mary  Clarke 
White  were : 

I.     Frances  Eleanor,   born  Oct.  27,  1825  ;  died,  unmarried,  Jan. 
9,  1895,  aet.  69. 
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2.  Julia    Elizabeth,  born   Aug.  19,  1827.     She   married,    1S55, 

Walter  B.  Alden  of  Belfast.  Issue,  one  daughter,  Edith 
Frances,  born  Sept.  30,  1S56  ;  married  to  William  D.  Sohier 
of  Boston.  They  have  three  children  :  Eleanor,  born  Sept. 
10,1884;  Alice,  born  Jan.  13,  1886,  married  Herbert  B. 
Shaw  ;  and  William  Davies,  Jr.,  born  Jan.  10,  18S9.  Julia 
died  March  14,  1908. 

3.  Mary  Ann,  bora  April  19,  1S29  ;  died,  unmarried,  Jan.  16, 1910. 

4.  Susan  Jane,  born  May  30,  1831  ;  married  Col.  Samuel  D.  Bailey 

of  Bath  ;  died  Feb.  1,  1 91 5. 

5.  James  Clarke,   born  July  7,  1S33.     (See  continuation  of  this 

history.) 

6.  Charles  Tallman,   born  Sept.  23,  1895.     After  his  boyhood 

he  lived  in  Boston,  engaged  in  the  iron  business  and  foreign 
commerce.  He  married  Sarah  Brackett,  the  daughter  of 
Jeffrey  Richardson  of  Boston.  Their  children  are:  Alice 
B.,  born  April  2,  1S64,  who  married  Francis  L.  Coolidge, 
and  Gertrude  R.,  born  Sept.  4,  1865.  Charles  White  died 
March  20,  1900. 

7.  Albert  Starrett,  born  Dec.  15,  1838;   died,  unmarried,  June 

21,  1909.  He  was  first  in  business  in  Belfast.  Later  a 
ship  broker  in  New  York  city.  In  18 —  he  removed  to 
Riverside,  California,  and  engaged  in  orange  raising.  He 
founded  there  a  public  garden  devoted  to  the  cukivation  of 
desert  cacti,  now  called  the  Albert  S.White  Park,  and  did 
much  for  the  upbuilding  and  beautifying  of  Riverside. 

James   Patterson   White  died   March   25,    1S79, 
aet.  79.     Mary,  his  wife,  died  Oct.  20,  1873,  aet  71. 
Other  children  of  Robert  White : 

2.  Starrett,  born  Jan.  3,  1803 ;  died  March  7,  1824. 

3.  William  Bloomfield,  born  Dec.  29,  1804;  died 
May  7,  1887.  He  spent  his  life  upon  the  home 
farm,  assisting  his  father  in  its  management  until 
his  death  in  1840.  after  which  he  continued  its  cul- 
tivation during  his  own  life.  He  married  in  1843 
Elsie  Wheeler  Webster,  who  died  June  29,  1869. 
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Their  children  were  Caroline  Elsie,  born  May  30, 
1848,  who  still  resides  upon  the  home  lot,  but  in  a 
recently  built  house,  the  old  colonial  homestead 
having  been  moved  to  an  adjoining  site  and  recon- 
structed. Another  daughter,  Helen  Ann,  was  born 
Jan.  1,  1850,  and  died,  unmarried,  Aug.  6,  1871. 

4.  Robert,  jr.,  born  March  14,  1807;  died  Dec. 
31,  1866.  He  was  a  printer,  and  in  1829,  with 
Cyrus  Rowe,  established  the  Republican  Journal,  a 
democratic  newspaper,  ably  conducted.  In  1841  he 
retired  and  engaged  in  mercantile  business.  He 
was  Register  of  Deeds  and  County  Treasurer  for 
several  years.  He  married,  first,  Lois  Lothrop. 
The  children  of  this  marriage  were:  1.  Augustus, 
born  1833,  who  became  a  sailor  and  eventually  com- 
manded some  of  the  large  Belfast  ships.  He  died, 
unmarried,  May  16,  1897.  2.  Ansel  L.,  born  June 
26,  1835.  He  was  clerk  in  several  business  estab- 
lishments in  Boston  and  New  York.  He  served  in 
the  Civil  War  from  1862  to  its  close,  attaining  the 
rank  of  major  and  a  position  on  Gen.  Gibben's 
staff.  He  married  Mary  Alden  of  Belfast.  There 
was  one  child,  a  daughter,  who  died  young.  Ansel 
died  June  10,  1910,  aet.  65. 

Robert,  jr.'s  second  wife  was  Miss  Eliza  Simonton 
of  Camden.  The  children  were  Frank,  Henry, 
Frances  and  Ellen,  still  living. 

5.  John  Warren  White,  born  Aug,  9,  1809;  died 
Aug.  13,  1888,  aet.  79.  He  was  at  first  engaged  in 
the  saddlery  business.  Later  he  formed  a  partner- 
ship with  William  H.  Conner  in  trade,  and  under 
the  firm  name  of  White  &  Conner  engaged  with 
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his  brother  James  P.  extensively  in  ship-building  and 
foreign  commerce  and  in  the  manufacture  of  paper 
with  his  brothers.  He  was  a  director  in  the  Bank 
of  Commerce.  He  was  a  public-spirited  citizen  and 
energetic  in  the  interests  of  our  soldiers  in  the  Civil 
War,  and  a  genial,  hospitable  man.  He  resided  in 
the  house  he  built  on  Church  street.  He  married, 
first,  May  27,  1S39,  Charlotte  Woodbury  Spring  of 
Belfast.  There  were  four  children:  1.  Isabella, 
born  July  18,  1843;  still  living  in  Elmira,  N.  Y. 
2.  Edward  Warren,  born  March  22,  1846.  3.  Emma 
Charlotte,  born  May  13,  1S48;  married  Frederic 
Barker  of  Belfast;  she  died  in  Elmira,  April  6,  1899. 
4.  Marietta,  born  June  io,  1854;  died,  unmarried, 
Dec.  26,  1906. 

His  second  wife  was  Lydia  Wetherbee.  Later  in 
life  he  became  blind  and  removed  to  Elmira,  N.  Y. 

6.  Susan  Jane,  known  as  Aunt  Jane,  was  born 
June  7,  1812.  She  died,  unmarried,  July  7,  1855. 
She  was  noted  for  her  exquisite  needlework,  and 
was  of  great  assistance  as  "  maiden  aunt "  in  the 
numerous  households  of  her* brothers  and  sisters. 

7.  Mary  Ann,  generally  called  Ann,  was  born 
July  12,  1815,  and  died  Jan.  26,  1871.  She  mar- 
ried Daniel  Faunce,  a  public-spirited  citizen.  Twin 
daughters  were  born  Nov.  6,  1853 — Alice,  who 
married  H.  L.  Woodcock,  had  one  child,  Faunce 
Woodcock,  and  Ella,  who  died  Dec.  29,  1868,  un- 
married. Grandmother  Robert  White  passed  the 
last  years  of  her  life  with  her  daughter  Ann,  in  the 
house  built  by  Daniel  Faunce,  at  the  corner  of 
Church  and  Beech  streets. 
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8.  Maria  Antoinette,  daughter  of  Robert,  was 
born  Aug.  18,  1818.  She  married,  May  11,  1841, 
Joseph  Bean,  the  son  of  Lewis  Bean,  who  came  to 
Belfast  from  York,  Me.,  about  1806.  He  was  a 
hatter,  in  partnership  with  James  P.  Furber.  He 
represented  Belfast  in  the  Legislature  in  1844-45. 
A  most  modest  and  amiable  man.  He  died  Jan. 
13,  1892,  aet.  79.  His  wife  died  Nov.  4,  1868.  The 
children  were  :  1.  Susan  Elizabeth,  born  Jan.  23, 
1845;  died,  unmarried,  Aug.  6,  1887.  2.  William 
Furber,  born  July  10,  1842  ;  present  residence, 
Kansas  City.  3.  Frederic,  born  March  io,  1847; 
died  Aug.  24,  1876.  4.  Anne  Maria,  born  Oct.  23, 
1849;  she  lives  in  the  family  house,  built  and  for- 
merly occupied  by  James  P.  White. 

9.  George  Franklin,  youngest  child  of  Robert, 
born  Jan.  18,  1822;  died  Oct.  2,  1877.  He  was 
clerk  in  the  store  of  White  &  Faunce,  and  later  a 
partner  in  the  firm  of  Faunce  &  White.  After- 
wards he  engaged  in  paper  making  with  his  two 
brothers,  James  Patterson  and  John  Warren.  He 
married  Margaret,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Hazel- 
tine,  who  died  in  19 12.  The  children  were:  1. 
Fannie  Jane ;  married  John  M.  Hinchman,  Feb. 
19,  1890,  of  Detroit.  2.  Wellington  Mayo,  "who 
became  a  sailor,  and  now  is  captain  of  steamer 
Miami  of  the  Peninsula  &  Occidental  Company, 
running  between  Miami,  Florida,  and  Nassau;  mar- 
ried Louisa  Melville  Street,  August,  1892.  3.  Paul 
Hazeltine,  died  1892.  4.  Fred  George,  born  1864; 
engaged  in  hay,  coal  and  wood  business  in  Belfast 
a  popular  citizen;  died,  unmarried,  Sept.  10,  1910; 
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left  a  generous   legacy  to    Belfast    Free    Library. 
There  were  other  children  who  died  in  infancy. 

VI.  James  Clarke  White.  Oldest  son  of  James 
Patterson  and  Mary  Clarke  White.  Born  in  Bel- 
fast, Maine,  July  7,  1833,  in  the  house  built  by  his 
father  at  the  corner  of  Church  and  Pearl  streets  in 
1824.  Educated  in  Belfast  schools  and  under  pri- 
vate teachers  until  the  age  of  sixteen,  when  he  en- 
tered Harvard  College.  For  personal  history,  see 
particulars  in  Report  of  Harvard  Class  of  1853, 
published  in  1913,  on  its  sixtieth  anniversary,  and 
in  "  Sketches  of  my  Life,"  privately  printed  by  me 
in  1914. 

I  was  married  Nov.  5,  1862,  to  Martha  Anna 
Ellis,  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Catherine  Partridge 
Ellis  of  Boston.     The  children  were: 

1.  McDonald   Ellis,  bora  June  11,   1863;  A.  B.  Harvard,   1S35; 

married  Elizabeth  F.  Safford,  Jan.  26,  1S95.  Children: 
Elizabeth  Frothingham,  bom  Feb.  26,  1S97,  and  Osborne, 
born  Nov.  9,  1S98.  In  publishing  house  of  Houghton 
Mifflin  Co. 

2.  Perrin  Ellis,   born  May  25,  1865  ;  died  Aug.  26,  191 1  ;   mar- 

ried C.  Louise  Chapman  of  Riverside,  Cal.  Children : 
Martha  Ellis,  born  Jan.  18,  1895;  Eleanor,  bom  Feb.  2, 
1900;  McDonald,  born  Dec.  20,  1901.  Perrin  lived  in 
Riverside,  Cal.,  engaged  in  orange  raising. 

3.  Charles  James,  bora  Dec.  26,  1868;  Harvard  A.  B.,  1890;  M. 

D.,  1893.  Practices  dermatology  in  Boston  ;  assistant  pro- 
fessor of  dermatology  in  Harvard  Medical  School.  Married 
June  29,  18S3,  Olivia  Alger  Richardson.  Children  :  James 
Clarke',  born  Feb.  6.  1895,  in  Vienna,  now  student  in  Har- 
vard College  ;  Ellen  Phelps,  bom  Feb.  3,  1903  ;  Richardson, 
bora  Aug.  5,  1904. 
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HISTORY  OF  THE  CLARKE  FAMILY. 


I.  John.  As  with  the  Whites,  so  with  the 
Clarkes,  I  begin  with  my  great-great  grandfather. 
His  name  was  John,  but  the  date  of  his  birth  and 
his  residence  in  London  are  unknown.  It  is  re- 
ported that  he  died  in  London,  the  date  not  known. 
We  do  not  know  the  maiden  name  of  his  wife. 
They  had  one  son,  John. 

II.  John2.  He  was  born  in  London  Nov.  17. 
1 731.  After  his  father's  death,  his  mother  married 
a  Collins,  and  a  son  George  was  born  to  them. 
Subsequently  the  family  removed  to  Vienna,  and 
there  John  Clarke  married  Maria  Theresa  Lerch. 
There  were  fifteen  children : 

1.  Thomas,  "born  9th  May,  1769,  at  three  quarters  after  ten  at 

night  in  the  house  called  the  Gardners  or  Heraldisches  Haus 
in  the  Gross  Allee,  Ungar  Street,  in  the  suburb  (Vorstadt) 
of  Vienna  in  Austria." — (From  the  prayer  book  of  John 
Clarke).  Subsequently,  after  coming  to  America,  he  be- 
came a  sea  captain,  and  died  in  New  Orleans,  without  issue. 

2.  John8.     Born  in  same  house   in  Vienna    June  14,  1770.     Was 

lost  at  sea.  Married  a  McDonald.  Children:  Mrs.  Cover- 
ly,  lived  in  Hancock  St.,  Boston  ;  Mrs.  Nourse,  wife  of  Dr. 
Nourse  of  Bath ;  and  MacDonald  Clarke,  the  «  Mad  Poet." 
(See  his  volume  of  poems). 

3.  Mary.     Born  "ye  19th  of  January,  1772,  the  corner  of  White 

Cross  Street  and  Queen  Streets,  in  the  Fark  Southwark,  in 
the  Parish  of  Saint  Saviour  London,  since  dead." — (Another 
entry  in  prayer  book).     Must  have  died  young. 

4.  Elizabeth.  "Bom  February  15,  1773,  in  Boston  in  New  Eng- 

land in  the  Factory  house  "  (manufactory)  "  near  the  Common 
in  Long  Acre,  America."  Died  in  Watemlle,  1 S54,  unmarried. 


WHITE  AND  CLARKE  FAMILIES  29 

5.  Eleanor.     Bora  March  29,  1774,  in  ye  Factory  House.     Mar- 

ried Peleg  Tallman  of  Bath.  Children :  Frank,  James, 
Scott,  Henry,  Mrs.  Patten,  Mrs.  Tileston,  Mrs.  Gardner. 

6.  George  Collins,  my  mother's  father.     "Born  May  20th,  1775, 

at  Concord,  3-4  mile  East  of  Meeting  House  on  ye  road." 
Married  Mary  McDonald.  Children  :  John,  Jacob,  Tallman, 
Isaac,  George,  Mary-  Ann  (my  mother),  Louise,  Elizabeth, 
Caroline.  Was  a  merchant  captain.  Died  in  Watervilie,  Me., 
July  23,  1S23,  aet.  48. 

7.  Mary  (second  of   that  name).     Bora  Jan.  8,  1 777.  in  ye  Factory 

House,  Boston.     Married Springer  of  Portland. 

8.  Maria  Theresa.     Born  July  10,  1778,  in  Factory  House,  Bos- 

ton.    Married   Parseley   of    Bath.     Children :    Mrs. 

Moses,  Mrs.  Knights. 

9.  Ann.     Born  December  5,  1779.     Married    Doctor    Moses  Ap- 

pleton  of  Watervilie.  Children  :  Mrs.  Wells,  Mrs.  Plaisted, 
Samuel,  Moses. 

10.  Sarah.     Born  May  13,  1 781,  in  Factory  House,  Boston.    Mar- 

ried    Gitchell.  Children  deceased.  Died  in  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  1828. 

11.  William.     Bora  Aug.  1,  1783,  in  Factory  House.     Drowned 

at  sea,  iScS. 

12.  Samuel.     Born  March  15,  17S5,  at   19  Mariborough    St.  (now 

Washington  St.)  Married  a  Wrood.  Children:  Samuel 
(sea  captain),  and  Mrs.  Lovis.  Died  at  Providence,  R.  I., 
1832. 

13.  Sophia.     Born  April  2,  1 78 7,  at  19    Marlborough    St.,  Boston. 

Died  at  Watertown,  1S52,  unmarried. 

14.  Francis.     Bora  Oct.  21,  178S,  in  Bath,  Me.     Married  Tilton. 

No  children,     Died  at  Canterbury,  Conn.,  1820. 

15.  Louisa.     Born  May  28,  1790,  in  Bath,  Me.     Married   Frost  of 

Connecticut.  One  son,  one  daughter.  Died  in  Canterbury, 
Conn.,  1S53,  aet.  43. 

John  Clarke2,  father  of  all  these  children,  died  at 
Canterbury,  Conn.,  Aug.  21,  1834,  aet.  102.  His 
wife  (Maria  Theresa  Lerch)  died  June  19,  1S19, 
aet.  65. 

He  accompanied  his  mother  and  stepfather  Col- 
lins to  Vienna,  where  there  seems  to  have   been  a 
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small  English  colony,  and  where  he  married.  The 
first  two  children  were  born  there  in  1769  and  1770. 
Their  residence  was  in  one  of  the  Vorstaedte,  as 
above  stated,  as  recorded  in  his  "  prayer  book," 
now  in  possession  of  Miss  Plaisted,  Waterville, 
Me.  The  entries  are  written  in  English  by  John 
Clarke,  who  had  little  knowledge  of  German,  ap- 
parently, and  spelled  the  German  names  according 
to  their  sound.  Thus  "Gardner's"  may  have 
been  Gaertners ;  "  Herldeshe  "  was  probably  Her- 
aldische;  "Alley"  probably  Allee;  "Hunger- 
Street"  Ungar  Strasse,  as  there  is  still  such  a 
street  in  Vienna,  or  Hungary  street,  just  beyond 
the  southern  glacis  (now  Ring),  and  near  the  Bel- 
vedere Palace,  built  for  Prince  Eugene,  later  the 
Imperial  Picture  Gallery.  In  1770  or  1771  he  must 
have  returned  to  London,  for  the  third  child  was 
born  there  January,  1772,  in  St.  Saviour's  Parish, 
Southwark  Park,  and  a  letter  exists  written  in  De- 
cember, 1771,  by  his  half  brother,  George  Collins, 
from  Vienna,  addressed  to  the  Butchers,  Great 
Queen  street.  According  to  this  letter,  Mrs.  Clarke's 
mother,  Frau  Lerch,  must  have  married  again,  and 
was  then  Frau  Pollakin.  John  Clarke  was  married 
in  St.  Stephen's  Cathedral,  for  a  copy  of  his  mar- 
riage certificate  was  procured  from  it  by  George 
Collins  and  forwarded  to  him  in  London. 

In  1772  he  must  have  taken  his  family  to  Bos- 
ton, for  the  fourth  child,  Elizabeth,  was  born  there 
in  the  "  Factory  house,"  in  Long  Acre.  This  name 
was  then  applied  to  the  present  Tremont  street, 
from  Winter  to  School  street.     Factory  house  was 
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the  so-called  "Manufactory  house,"  erected  for  the 
encouragement  of  linen  manufacturing  (see  Win- 
sor's  Memorial  History  of  Boston,  Vol.  II,  p.  511), 
and  stood  near  the  corner  of  Hamilton  Place.  It 
was  subsequently  changed  into  apartments  for  fam- 
ilies, and  later  occupied  by  the  Massachusetts  Bank 
until  1806,  when  it  was  taken  down. 

In  1773  a  letter  was  received  from  Mrs.  Clarke's 
mother,  referring  to  her  other  children,  and  con- 
taining a  postscript  by  George  Collins  asking  his 
sister-in-law  if  she  can  already  talk  "pretty  good 
English."  We  do  not  know  if  a  foreign  accent 
remained  with  her  through  life. 

In  1775,  during  the  siege  of  Boston,  they  went 
to  Concord,  apparently  for  safety  and  quiet,  for 
there  was  born,  May  20th,  a  month  after  the  battle 
of  Lexington  and  Concord,  their  son  George,  my 
(J.  C.W.)  grandfather.  But  the  next  child  was  born 
Jan.  8,  1777,  in  the  "Factory"  house  again,  and 
there  they  must  have  resided  until  after  August, 

1783. 

Before  March  15,  1785,  they  removed  to  19  Marl- 
borough street,  as  Washington  street,  between 
Winter  and  School  streets,  was  then  called,  for  on 
that  date  the  12th  child  was  there  born,  as  was  the 
13th  on  April  2,  1787. 

After  this  they  removed  to  Bath,  Me.,  for  the 
birth  of  the  next  child  is  recorded  as  taking  place 
there  on  Oct.  21,  1788,  followed  by  the  birth  of  the 
last  and  fifteenth  child  there  on  May  28th,  1790. 

Later  he  lived  in  Waterville,  Me.,  engaged  in 
trade  and  ship-building  with  his  son  George.     They 
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built  the  ship  Titanic,  268  tons,  which  was  floated 
down  the  rapids  and  shallows  of  the  Kennebec 
River  by  means  of  empty  casks  attached  to  her  hull. 
Subsequently,  in  1S03,  he  removed  to  Canterbury, 
Conn.,  where  he  resided  until  his  death  in  1834. 

A  few  words  about  Maria  Theresa  Lerch,  wife  of 
Capt.  John  Clarke  : 

As  above  stated,  she  was  a  native  of  Vienna, 
Austria,  and  born  there,  probably  in  1754,  in  the 
reign  of  the  Empress  Maria  Theresa,  after  whom 
she  was  named.  We  know  but  little  of  her  family, 
only  that  she  married  John  Clarke  of  London,  who 
had  accompanied  his  mother  and  step-father  Collins 
to  reside  in  Vienna.  The  wedding  was  held  in  the 
impressive  cathedral  of  St.  Stephen. 

Vienna  at  that  period  was  surrounded  by  a  high 
wall,  the  Bastei,  which  survived  until  my  residence 
there  in  1856-7,  and  on  which  I  often  walked  around 
the  city,  and  on  which  she,  my  great-grandmother, 
too,  must  have  promenaded  and  looked  in  one  di- 
rection upon  the  distant  snow  mountains,  in  another 
in  at  the  windows  of  the  imperial  palace.  Now 
the  wall  and  its  surrounding  common,  the  Glacis, 
have  given  place  to  the  fine  Ringstrasse,  with  its 
magnificent  public  buildings  and  the  imposing 
monument  of  Maria  Theresa.  In  those  early  days 
it  was  a  city  of  splendor,  inhabited  by  the  great 
nobles  of  Austria,  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  by  cele- 
brated warriors  and  statesmen,  noted  men  of  sci- 
ence, and  such  musicians  as  Gluck,  Haydn  and 
Mozart.     Our  ancestress  may  have  heard  them  all. 
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On  coming:  to  America  she  brought  with  her 
several  books,  one  of  which,  a  large  quarto  volume 
of  sermons,  is  in  my  possession.  There  are  also 
letters  extant  written  by  her  mother  and  other  rela- 
tives in  Vienna  to  her  here.  She  bore  her  husband 
fifteen  children,  born  in  Vienna,  Boston  and  Bath, 
and  died  in  Canterbury,  Conn.,  in  1819,  aet.  65. 

3.  George  Collins  Clarke.  Sixth  child  of 
John  Clarke  and  Maria  Theresa  Lerch.  He  was 
born  in  Concord,  Mass.,  May  20,  1775,  his  parents 
having  gone  there  from  Boston,  probably  for  tem- 
porary quiet.  He  was  a  sea  captain.  He  married 
Mary,  daughter  of  Isaac  McDonald  of  Bath,  in 
1796.  Four  years  later  he  removed  to  Waterville, 
Me.,  and  built  a  house  in  1S06,  still  standing  and 
called  Ladies'  Hall.  With  his  father  he  engaged 
in  ship-building  there,  and  died  in  Waterville  July 
23,  1823,  aet.  48. 

The  children  were : 

1.  John,  born  in  Bath,  July  29,  1797.     Was  engaged  in  business 

for  some  years  in  Belfast.  He  built  the  Allyne  house. 
Later  he  removed  to  China,  Michigan. 

2.  Eleanor,  born  in  Bath  June  23,  1S00  :  married,   in   1822,  Lot 

McKinney  ;  died  1823.     No  children. 

3.  Mary  Ann,  my  mother.  Born  in  Waterville,  Sept.  7,  1802.  She 

married  James  Patterson  White  of  Belfast.  Died  October 
20,  1873. 

4.  George  Collins,  Jr.     Born  in  Waterville  Aug.  2,  1804. 

5.  Jacob  McDonald.     Born  in  Waterville   Aug.  23,  1806 ;  died 

December  2,  1894;  married  Octavia  W.  Wright  of  Water- 
ville. Children:  Tallman  P.,  Charles  M.,  Mary  A.,  John 
W.,  Robert  McK.,  and  Ella  C. 

6.  Peleg  Tallman.     Born  in  Waterville  Dec.  4,  1808  ;  married 

Clarissa  White  of  Sylvania,  Ohio.  Children:  John,  James, 
Alfred,  William,  Clarissa,  and  Caroline. 
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7.  Frances  Elizabeth.     Born  in  Waterville  June  3,  181 1  ;  died 

in  China,  Mich.,  1S73;  married  George  Mclntire  of  Maine. 
Children:  George,  Henry,  Elizabeth,  Louisa,  Albert,  Mar)-, 
Thomas,  Mary  C,  and  Harriet. 

8.  Caroline  Tallman.     Born  in  Watervi'le  April  4,  1815  ;  mar- 

ried Capt.  Robert  H.  McKown  of  Bath.     No  children. 

9.  Maria  Louise.    Born  in  Waterville  Feb.  27,  181 7;  died  March, 

1896;  married  Capt.  Thomas  Richards  of  Erie,  Pa.     Chil- 
dren :  Ella  C.  and  William  L. 
10.     Francis  Isaac.     Born  in  Waterville  Sept.  9,  1819;  died  Dec, 
1897;  lived  in  St.  Clair,  Mich.  Children  :  Frank  H.,  Charles 
T.,  Harriet  E.,  Edwin  C,  Everett  J  ,  George  H. 


Some  account  of  the  McDonald  family,  to  which 
the  wife  of  George  Clarke  belonged  : 

1.  The  first,  given  name  unknown,  was  a 
Scotchman.  Married  in  England,  name  of  wife 
unknown,  and  children  were  born  there.  Came 
over  to  Boston  in  reign  of  George  III,  as  an  offi- 
cial.     The  children  were: 

1.  Anna.     Died  in  her  youth  in  Boston,  unmarried. 

2.  Timothy.     Married  in  London,  Post  Captain    in    British  navy. 

On  death  of  his  wife  he  came  to  Boston,  and  married  a 
Libby  of  Scarborough,  and  had  a  family. 
3  and  4.  Twins,  Jacob  and  Isaac.  Jacob  was  a  cripple  from  in- 
fancy and  spent  his  life  travelling.  Isaac  was  captain  of 
an  armed  merchantman ;  lived  in  Boston  with  his  father, 
behind  the  State  House.  After  the  siege  of  Boston,  he 
sent  his  family  to  Bath,  Maine,  and  went  to  Halifax  with 
other  Tories.  Was  subsequently  lost  at  sea.  He  married 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  Burrill  and  Ann  Vinton  of 
Abington,  Mass.  The  children  were:  I.  Elizabeth,  mar- 
ried Isaiah  Crooker;  children:  Jacob,  Isaiah,  Isaac, and  Mrs. 
Thomas.  2.  Ann;  married  John  Ryan.;  their  children: 
Jacob  and  Sally.  3.  Sarah:  married  Elisha  Turner.  4. 
Jacob;  married  Elizabeth  Way  of  Plymouth,  England;  sea 
captain  ;  died  on  coast  of  Africa. 
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3.  Mary  McDonald,  fifth  child  of  Isaac  Mc- 
Donald and  Elizabeth  Burrill — my  grandmother. 
Born  in  Boston,  1775.  Taken  with  family  to  Bath, 
Me.,  in  1 776,\vhere  she  subsequently  married  George 
Clarke.  After  his  death,  she  married  Jacob  Crooker, 
and  long  survived  him  also.  No  children  by  this 
marriage;  those  by  first  already  given.  She  spent 
the  last  years  of  her  life  with  her  daughter,  Caro- 
line McKown,  in  Bath.  She  was  a  lovable,  blue- 
eyed  grandmother.  She  died  March  18,  1863 
aet.  88. 

4.  Mary  Ann  Clarke — my  mother.  Third  child 
of  George  Collins  Clarke  and  Mary  McDonald. 
She  was  born  in  Waterville,  Maine,  Sept.  7,  1802. 
She  married  James  Patterson  White.  She  was 
living  at  the  time  with  her  brother,  John  Clarke,  in 
Belfast.  There  were  seven  children  (vide  Notes  on 
White  Family).  She  died  in  Belfast,  Oct.  20,  1873, 
aet.  71.  She  was  a  devoted  and  loving  mother,  be- 
loved by  all  her  children.  An  invalid  in  her  last 
years. 

Extract  from  Rev.  David  Utter's  sermon  preached 
at  Belfast,  Oct.  26th,  1873,  the  Sunday  after  moth- 
er's death. 

Speaking  of  a  prayerful  life,  he  said : 

"  Such  a  life  I  believe,  friends,  has  been  lived  in 
our  midst,  and,  since  last  we  met  together  here,  has 
closed,  so  far  as  the  earth  pilgrimage  is  concerned. 
In  the  best  sense,  in  the  meaning  I  have  just  ex- 
plained, her's  was  a  life  of  unceasing  prayer.  How 
much  better  is  such  a  life,  better  for  the  good  of 
man,  better,    I  believe,  in  the   sight  of  God,  than 
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that  of  St.  Simon  on  his  pillar  of  stone,  repeating 
ten  thousand  formal  prayers  a  day  for  thirty  years. 
"  Eminently  religious,  of  tender  and  overflowing 
affections,  with  undiminished  interest  in  everything 
good  that  was  going  on  about  her  during  all  the 
years  of  her  sickness  and  suffering,  how  we  all  shall 
feel  that  vacant  place  as  though  one  were  taken 
from  our  own  household.  And  yet  we  all  must  see 
that  the  life  was  finished,  complete,  and  not  cut  off 
before  its  time.  It  had  its  springtime  of  beauty  that 
few  of  you  remember.  There  was  the  summer  with 
its  fruits  that  can  never  be  forgotten.  The  autumn 
came,  and  with  the  falling  leaf  she  passed  away. 
As  the  babe  falling  asleep  on  its  mother's  bosom, 
so  peacefully  closed  this  well-spent  life,  which  by 
example  impresses  upon  us  the  lesson  of  to-day,  that 
the  true  life  is  indeed  a  life  of  unceasing  prayer." 
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